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seventeenth century. The Great Fens lying within six Land
counties—Lincoln, Northampton, Huntingdon, Norfolk,
Suffolk and Cambridge—was described by Vermuyden as ' a
continent of about 400,000 acres'1: it was computed to be
eighty miles in length and ten to thirty in breadth2. " Now
a richly fertile, highly cultivated district, it was in the
seventeenth century a wilderness of bogs, pools and reed-
shoals—a vast morass from which, here and there, emerged
a few islands of solid earth. Here dwelt an amphibious
population, travelling in punts, walking on stilts, and living
mainly by fishing, cutting willows, keeping geese, and wild-
fowling " 3. Dugdale, writing after the Restoration, de-
scribed it as " until of late years a vast and deep Fens,
affording little benefit to the realm, other than fish or fowl,
with overmuch harbour to a rude and almost barbarous sort
of lazy and beggarly people " 4. The work of reclamation
was financed by Dutch and English capitalists, one of whom,
the Earl of Bedford, expended over £100,0005; it was
encouraged by the Government, which established commis-
sions of sewers 6; and it was partly executed by a Dutch
engineer, Cornelius Vermuyden, with the aid of workmen
brought from the Low Countries 7. The ' undertakers', who
embarked their capital in the enterprise, received a portion
of the land reclaimed at their expense 8; but they en-
countered the bitter opposition of the fenmen, who eked out
a precarious subsistence and were now menaced with the
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Marshes (1662), 369 seq.
7	Korthals-Altes, Sir Cornelius Vermuyden, gives an account of his
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